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From the Pastor: 

I remember as a child hearing my friends talk about what they were going to 

ñgive upò for Lent. Sometimes they spoke of giving up something significant, like soda or 

chocolate. Others would smirk a little bit and say that they were giving up liver and onions 

for Lent (which they didnôt like and never ate anyway). It was always my impression that 

ñgiving upò something for Lent was meant to be some kind of sacrifice. 

 One year, somewhere in the later years of high school, I jumped on the bandwagon. I de-

cided I would give up coffee for Lent. Now you have to understand that even at the age of 

17 or 18 this really was a sacrifice for me. I was already a caffeine addict, and giving up 

my two or three cups of daily coffee would not be easy. But I did succeed. Throughout the 

entire Lenten season I did not drink any coffee. Come Easter morning, as I chugged sever-

al cups of coffee, I felt so proud. I could not help but pat myself on the back and think, 

ñMy, what a devoted Christian I am.ò 

I have since come to understand that I probably accomplished just the opposite of the in-

tention of the Lenten discipline of ñfastingò or giving something up for Lent. At the end of 

those 40+ days, I believed I had done something that would impress God. I did it myself. 

It was, as Luther would have surely pointed out, an act of ñworks righteousness.ò 
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The point, however, of giving something up for Lent is not to prove how good and devoted one 

might be, but rather to shed oneself of something that gets in the way of oneôs relationship with 

God. I donôt think coffee was a getting in the way of my relationship with God. On the other 

hand, my pride (ñSee what I did God. I gave up coffee for 40 days. Arenôt you proud of me?ò) 

was certainly a stumbling block to trusting in Godôs grace alone for my forgiveness and 

salvation. 

The disciplines of Lent; prayer, fasting, and almsgiving; are not intended to be tests for us, but 

to encourage us to set aside those things that hinder our relationship with God and do things 

that increase our faith. That, I believe, is what Lent is really all about. It is a time to refocus our 

lives on God; shedding the things that hinder our faith and doing the things that strengthen our 

relationship with God. 

 And so I encourage you in the midst of this Lenten season to find some way ï at least one way 

- to grow in your relationship with God. Maybe it means giving something up ï something that 

gets in the way. Or maybe it means doing something extra ï like setting aside more time to read 

the Bible, or to pray, or come back to worship. Whether it is not doing something or doing 

something different I pray that this Lenten season will draw you closer to God. 

 

In Christ,  

Pastor Knowles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daylight Saving Time Begins 

March 10th 

Remember to move your clocks ahead one hour. 
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Worship News 

Sunday March 3 

First Reading 

Exodus 34:29-35 
Psalm 
Psalm 99  
Second Reading 
2 Corinthians 3:12--4:2  
Gospel 
Luke 9:28-36 [37-43a]  
 
 

Sunday March 10 

First Reading 
Deuteronomy 26:1-11  
Psalm 

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 
Second Reading 

Romans 10:8b-13  
Gospel 

Luke 4:1-13  
 
 

Sunday March 17 

First Reading 
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 
Psalm 

Psalm 27  

Second Reading  
Philippians 3:17--4:1 
Gospel 
Luke 13:31-35  
 
 

Sunday  March 24 

First Reading 
Isaiah 55:1-9  
Psalm 
Psalm 63:1-8  
Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 10:1-13  
Gospel 

 Luke 13:1-9  
 
 
Sunday March 31  

First Reading 
 Joshua 5:9-12  
Psalm 
Psalm 32 
Second Reading 
2 Corinthians 5:16-21  
Gospel 
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32  

Church Women United of Rock 

Island & Milan 

March & April Events 

 

World Day of Prayer 

 

Friday March 1, 2019 

Frist Presbyterian Church 

604 W. 1st Street 

Milan, IL 

Registration 9:00am 

 

 

Annual Meeting 
 

Friday April 5, 2019 

Trinity United 

Methodist 

300 W. 2nd Avenue 

Milan, IL 

Registration 9:00am 

 

Human Rights Celebration 

Saturday, April 27, 2019 

Holiday Inn 

Rock Island, IL 

Captains Room #1 

9:00 am 

Registration 

9:30 am Brunch 

$15.00 

Contact: Virginia 

Brown by  

April 22nd 

9012 Knoxville Rd. 

Milan, IL (309) 787-4011 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2019-3-3/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2019-3-3/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2019-3-3/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2019-3-3/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2019-3-10/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2019-3-10/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2019-3-10/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2019-3-10/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2019-3-17/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2019-3-17/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2019-3-17/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2019-3-17/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2019-3-24/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2019-3-24/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2019-3-24/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2019-3-24/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2019-3-31/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2019-3-31/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2019-3-31/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2019-3-31/0#
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Team/Committee Meetings 
Welcoming Team   March 12th  Library  3:00PM 

Stewardship / Finance Team March 18th  Library  4:00PM 

Executive Meeting   March 19th  Brides Room 4:00PM 

Council    March 20th  Brides Room 6:30PM 
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All Saints  &  St. James 

March 6th 

6:30 pm 



 

5 

 Cafe 

Please join us for a cup 

of coffee, tea, and 

maybe a pastry, as we 

gather for Bible Study 

and discussion on a Podcast from the 

ELCA website. All women of St. 

James, All Saints and Calvary 

Churchôs are welcome.  

 

March 30th 9:30 am, 

Moline Public Library Café, 

3210 41st Street, Moline, IL  61265 

 

 

 

 

Lunch Bunch will not 

meet again till after Easter 

 

 

 

Ruth Circle 

March 7th 

2:00pm 

Hostess: Donna Renneke 

Bible Study: Cam Palicki 

 

 

 

Martha Naomi Circle 

March 14th 

9:30am 

Hostess: Carol Hubbard 

Bible Study: Luanne Beinke 

St. James Quilters will be  

meeting in the Fellowship Hall on 

March 20th beginning at  

9 am. Join us as we quilt.  

 

For more information 

or questions please 

contact: Mary 

Sundquist at  

786-0640.  

Bible Study GroupðPastor 

Knowles will be 

leading a Bible study 

on the ñGospel of 

Lukeò.  The group will 

be meeting in the 

Brides Room on the 

1st, 3rd and 4th Tuesdays of the 

month, at 6:30 pm 

American Scandinavian Association 

WAFFLE DAY 

American Scandinavian 

Association at Augustana 

is hosting a Waffle Day 

Meal at noon March 

23rd.  It will be held at 

the Gavle Room in the 

Gerber Center. 
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ST. JAMES COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS, FEBRUARY 

 

The February 2019 Council meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m. with ten members 

present.  Pastor Knowles opened the meeting with a prayer.  We introduced ourselves 

to each other.  The Treasurerôs report for January 2019 was accepted, subject to audit.  

The minutes of the January 2019 meeting were approved.  Pastor Knowles gave details 

on upcoming Lenten season and Easter events.  Endowment grants are going to five 

entities, including a new air conditioner for Fellowship Hall.  Food and help are still 

needed for Sunday fellowship following worship services, as follows:  First, the 

clipboard to sign up for fellowship duties will be put back up on the wall near the 

kitchen.  Second, donations of coffee cakes and related foods are appreciated, and will 

be kept frozen until needed.  And finally, Rhea Cottingham offered to give a crash 

course on kitchen procedures, including coffee-making, to anyone interested. The 

volunteer sign-up sheet for the Rescue Mission meal on February 27th will be on the 

information table in the narthex.  From the January 27th Annual Meeting came the 

following items: (1) We need to explain the ñemergency informationò cards to those 

who missed the meeting.  (2) We need to update the first aid kit and add a defibrillator.  

Pastor Knowles will check on prices for the latter.  And (3) Three voting members are 

still needed to attend the Northern Illinois Synod Assembly, June 14-15.  Installation of 

new Council members and recognition of current ones will take place at the March 24th 

worship service.  We approved the use of St. James facilities for a fundraiser for an 

Eagle Scout project; more details will be forthcoming.  The next meeting will be on 

March 20th, after the Lenten service instead of 6:30.  The meeting was adjourned at 

7:18 p.m. and was followed by the Lordôs Prayer. 

Respectfully,  

Luanne Beinke, 

Council Secretary 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS  
 

St. James Lutheran received a total of $606.00 
from the Thrivent Choice Dollars program in 
2018. If you have not allocated your "Choice 

Dollars" from last year, it is not too late to do so - 
March 31st is the deadline  
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 March 2019  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 9:00am CWU  
World Day of 

Prayer (SJ)

Office Closed 

2 
 

3 

8:30am  

Worship (SJ) 

9:30am  sj) 

L.Beinke  

Celebration 

of Life 

10:30am 

Worship (AS) 

4 

5:00pm Choir  

Rehearsal (AS) 

5:30pm Choir 

Rehearsal (SJ)) 

 

5:30 pm Weight 

Watchers É 

5:30pm Shrove 

Tuesday Pancake 

Supper 

5:30pm Cub 

Scouts 

6:30pm Bible 

Study (SJ) 

6  7:00am 

Worship (AS)) 

10:00am AARP 

Board (C) 

6:30pm Ash 

Wednesday  

Service 

7:00 Bible Study 
(AS) 

7 

2:00pm Ruth 

Circle (SJ) 

6:30pm Cub 

Scouts É 

8 

 

 

 

Office Closed 

 

6:30pm Cub 

Scouts 

9 
 

10 

8:30am  

Worship (SJ) 

9:30am  

Fellowship 
(sj) 

10:30am 

Worship (AS) 

11 

10:30am Retired 

Pastors (C) 

5:00pm Choir  

Rehearsal (AS) 

6:15pm Vestry 
(AS) 
6:30pm Choir (SJ) 

6:45pm  

Jr. Board (C) 

12 

1:00pm AARPÉ 

3:00pm  

Welcoming Team 

5:30pm Weight 

Watchers É 

5 

13 7:00am 

Worship(AS) 

11am Lenten 

Lunch (Calvary) 

12pm Lenten Ser-

vice (Calvary) 

6:30 Lenten  

Service (Calvary) 

5:30pmSOC/

Supper 

7:00pm Bible 

Study (AS) 

14 

9:30am  

Martha  

Naomi(SJ) 

1:00pm ECW 
(AS) 

6:30pm Cub 

Scouts (C) 

15 

 

 

 

Office Closed 

 

16 

17 

8:30am  

Worship (SJ) 

9:30am  

Fellowship 
(SJ) 
10:30am 

Worship (AS) 

18 

4:00pm  

Stewardship/

Finance Team (SJ) 

5:00pm Choir 

Rehearsal (AS) 

6:30pm Choir 

Rehearsal (SJ) 
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4:00pm  

Executive (SJ) 

Committee (SJ) 

5:30pm Weight 

Watchers É 

6:30pm Bible 

Study (SJ) 

20 7:00am 
(AS) 

9:00am Quilters 

11:00am Lenten 

Lunch (Calvary) 

12:00pm Lenten 

Service (Calvary) 

5:30pm Soup 

Supper 

6:30pm Lenten 

Service 

7:00pm Council  

5:30pm SOC/

Supper 

7:00pm Bible 

Study (AS) 

21 

6:30pm Cub 

Scouts (C) 

22 

 

 

 

Office Closed 

23 

 

24 

8:30am  

Worship (SJ) 

9:30am (SJ) 

10:30am 

Worship (AS) 

25 

5:00pm Choir 

Rehearsal (AS) 

6:30pm Choir 

Rehearsal (SJ) 

26 

5:30pm Weight 

Watchers É 

6:30pm Bible 

Study (SJ) 

27 7:00am  

Worship (AS) 

11:00am Lenten 

Lunch (Calvary) 

12:00pm Lenten 

Service (Calvary) 

5:30pm SOC/

Supper (AS) 

7:00pm Bible 

28 

6:30pm Cub 

Scouts (C) 

29 

 

 

Office Closed 

30 

9:30am 

Cafe 

31 8:30am 

Worship (SJ) 

9:30am Fellow 

10:30am  

Worship (AS) 
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Serving This Month 

March 2019  

Sunday Ushers Lector 
Communion  

Assistants 
Greeters Counters 

Sound 

Booth 

Assisting  

Minister 

March  

3 

Tanner & 

Chip Johnson 

Elaine  

Lestor 
Judy Fox 

Chip  

Johnson 

Stacy Miles 

Jane Massey 
Bill Kempf 

Rhea Frank-

Cottingham 

March 

10 

Tim Warren 

Bob Carlson 
Bob Frank 

Virginia  

Johnson 
Stacy Miles 

Virginia  

Johnson 

Linda Ryden 

Bob Ryden 
Rhea Frank-

Cottingham 

March 

17 

Terrill & Susan 

Johnson 
Stacy Miles Peg Simmer 

Doris 

Winter 

Dave Renneke 

Peg Simmer 

Dave 

Renneke 

Rhea Frank-

Cottingham 

March 

24 
Bill Hartman Mark Ridolfi Cam Palicki 

Terrill  

Johnson 

Ruth Anne 

Hartman 

Gary Wolber 

Jerry  

Johansen 
Stacy Miles 

March  

31 

Mark Ridolfi 

Mary Peters 

Michelle 

McKenzie 
Donna Renneke 

Cam & Frank 

Palicki 

Bill Kempf 

Jerry Johansen 

Jerry  

Johansen 
Stacy Miles 

Birthdays: 
Christopher George   03/02 
Jacob Lukenhaus   03/02 
Robert Carlson    03/03 
Virginia Johnson   03/06 
Craig Tigerman    03/07 
Aden Rasmussen    03/08 
Eleanor Cook    03/09 
Bethany Weipert    03/09 
Aline Nshimirimana   03/10 
Pamela Trotter    03/12 
Thomas Ohlsen    03/18 

Tim Pressly    03/20 
Colin Carstens    03/25 
Ryan Wolber    03/26 
Elizabeth Carstens   03/31 
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St. James will be hosting Lenten Soup Suppers on 3/20 and 

4/03. Volunteers are needed to provide soup, serve and clean up, 

please contact  

Leslie Cox at 269-3163 or sign-up in the Narthex. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 6th  Ash Wednesday Lenten Service @ 12:00pm noon (Calvary) & 6:30 pm  

  (St. James & All Saints*) 

March 13th  Wednesday Lenten Service @ 12:00pm noon & 6:30pm (Calvary) 

March 20th  Wednesday Lenten Service  @12:00pm noon (Calvary) & 6:30 pm  

  (St. James) 

March 27th Wednesday Lenten Service @ 12:00pm noon & 6:30pm (Calvary) 

April 3rd Wednesday Lenten Service @12:00pm noon (Calvary) & 6:30pm (St. James) 

April 10th Wednesday Lenten Service @ 12:00pm noon & 6:30pm (Calvary) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 18th  Maundy Thursday Service @ 6:30 pm (Calvary) 

April 19th Good Friday Service @ 6:30pm (St. James* & All Saints) 

April 21st  Easter Sunday Service @ 8:30am (St. James) & 10:30am (Calvary) 


