
Ministry Dreams for 2010  

February   
2010  

www.stjameslutheranri.org 

ST .  JAMES  LUTHERAN CHURCH  
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Our Presiding Bishop Mark S. Han-

son reminds us that “we are claimed, 

gathered, and sent for the life of the 

world.” Through St. James, as a 

member of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America, God has been 

doing amazing ministry through our 

hands and hearts and voices. 
 
This coming Sunday on January 31, 

we will be gathering as a congrega-

tion for our Annual Meeting.  During 

the meeting we will be thanking God 

for all the blessings we have experi-

enced this past year of 2009.   
 
As we find ourselves at the beginning 

of a new year, here are some of my 

dreams that I have for St. James for 

2010.   
 
Expand our vision and narrow our 

focus: St. James is an active and ex-

citing place to be!  We have been 

described as friendly and welcoming 

to those who come through our 

doors.  We know that we have a 

great deal to share with others and 

that God’s mission for us includes 

inviting others to hear about God’s 

salvation through Jesus Christ. But 

sometimes we find it hard to know 

how to proceed with our invitations 

and are often unclear about who we 

need to reach.  I dream that in 2010 

we expand our vision in ways that 

more actively reach out to other peo-

ple with the Gospel while at the 

same time narrowing our focus in 

specific and achievable ways. 
 
Solidify our identity and re-examine 

our mission: The 1st step in examin-

ing our mission is to clearly discern 

our identity. We are not alone in min-

istry, and don’t need to be everything 

to all people.  It is important to re-

member that we are a “Community 

of Believers” who journey together in 

faith.  I dream that in 2010 we will 

discover anew our identity and mis-

sion as a community of believers 

who trust in Jesus Christ, and not 

see ourselves as merely a commod-

ity existing to meet people’s per-

ceived needs.    
 

Dig deeper and become richer: Dur-

ing the months of January and Febru-

ary two new teams have made the 

commitment to meet weekly for five 

weeks.  A Prayer Team will be praying 

for the Leadership at St. James as 

discernment is made for determining 

a direction for 2010.  An E-Team will 

be studying together a book called, 

“Unbinding the Gospel.” The E-Team 

will be thinking together about what 

it means to be a congregation that 

shares our faith with others. 
 
I dream that in 2010 we will dig 

more deeply into what it means for 

us to be followers of Jesus Christ 

whose lives are richly blessed and 

who share our faith with others.  As 

we reflect upon the past year and 

dream about the year ahead, I offer 

my heartfelt appreciation for all of 

you who are: Saved by faith, serving 

with love. 

Yours in Christ, 

 

 

 

Lenten Journey Bible Study 
Marks of the Christian – based upon Romans 12 

The study groups will be meeting for 6 weeks, beginning on Wednesday  

February 24 and continuing through Wednesday March 31.   All are invited 

and encouraged bible study and prayer a priority this Lenten Season.  

This would also be an excellent opportunity to invite a friend.   
 
We will be using the new Book of Faith resource:   

Lenten Journey: Marks of the Christian.   

Books are available for $8. 

Sign-up at the Information Table by the front entrance. 

 

Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. led by Bob Kruger 

Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. led by Mary Laidig (following Lenten Services) 

 

Pastor Lepp will be attending  

the Book of Faith Conference  

in Chicago, February 11-13.  
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EDUCATION  
Adult Forum Schedule - Sundays at 10:15 

CONGREGATION NEWS  

Council Highlights 

HEALTH & WELL BEING 

During the month the Adult Forum will view and discuss the 

prime time video, "In God's Name," produced by National 

Geographic.  "In God's Name" explores the complex ques-

tions of our time through the intimate thoughts and beliefs of 

12 of the world's most influential spiritual leaders.  Bishop 

Mark Hanson of the ELCA is included in those interviewed  

 

"In God's Name" marks the first time that this distinct group 

of leaders has appeared in one program allowing the viewer 

to see them in intimate settings.  These spiritual beacons 

from the major world faiths and religions share their thoughts 

on peace, unity, tolerance and hope. 

 

Rev. Robert Kruger will be the discussion leader for the  

following schedule: 

 February 7 - "The Presence of God"  

 February 14 - "Doubting God" 

 February 21 - "Finding Faith"   

 February 28 - "The Meaning of Life" 

Treasurer Note: Looking Forward to 2010 

The past two years have turned out to be wonderful at 

St. James, in many, many ways. One of these is finan-

cial. 2008 closed with a few dollars “in the black,” a 

result we hadn’t experienced for years before that. Now 

2009 has ended with $8,200 more income than ex-

penses, which is the result of generous giving, careful 

use of our money, and much volunteer work, especially 

by the property team. 2010 begins with a budget that is 

nearly fully funded by the combination of this 2009 

money and the pledges that have been made to our 

2010 operating fund. It is pleasing that we can move 

forward with such strong support of our mission. 
 
Doug Nelson, Treasurer 

Pastor Lepp highlighted several events including the 

WELCA Advent dinner; the Caswell family concert;  

Sunday school Christmas pageant and potluck.  

Upcoming events include a ski/tubing event Feb.15; 

Lenten worship begins with Ash Wednesday, Feb. 17. 
 
Team Reports:  

a. Education – Kids are enjoying Sunday school, Jr. 

High are thinking of ways to get involved in worship. 

Many of the youth are also looking forward to going 

to camp this summer. 

b. Mission: Mission Event Planned April 24/25. 

c. Resources: Bob Eastlund will chair the Finance Team. 
 
Old Business 

a. The new phone system has been installed. 

b. The proposed budget was presented to the Congrega-

tion Council. It was approved and was recommended 

for the Congregations approval at the Annual Meeting, 

January 31, 2010. 

In February we celebrate Valentine’s Day and American 

Heart Month. This month let us focus on Exercise: A Gift to 

Yourself and your family.  All of us need assistance occa-

sionally to live healthy lifestyles. Listed below are sugges-

tions for working exercise into a Christian lifestyle.  

* Commit your health and lifestyle choices to the Lord and 

ask for His strength. 

* Consider exercise as one part of an overall plan of steward-

ship and aim for balancing your health choices in terms of 

your relationship with Christ. 

* Develop an exercise plan that is do-able, fun & convenient 

as well as meeting your other personal needs. 

* Set realistic exercise/fitness goals & record your daily  

   progress. 

* Set aside a consistent time for exercise at least 3 times per                                          

week. 

* Start slow & gradually build up your program & stamina. 

* Share your plan with someone else & employ them as a 

prayer/support partner. 

* Remind yourself of the physical, emotional, & spiritual 

blessings of an active life. 

* Enjoy living an active & healthy life with God’s blessings! 
 
“Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy 

Spirit…?  You are not your own; you were bought at a price. 

Therefore honor God with your body.” (1 Cor.6:19) 
 
Submitted by Elizabeth Johnson, R.N., Parish Nurse 

The Sanctuary Task Force committee met with Larri-

son and Associates at the beginning of January. They 

presented a plan for some changes to the sanctuary that 

the committee has been developing over the past year. 

The plan includes changing the flooring, pews, the 

chancel area and some painting of the sanctuary. The 

committee is continuing to look at this plan and deter-

mine cost estimates for this project before they present 

it to the council and congregation. The committee 

would like to have a plan ready to present by the mid-

dle of February.   
 

Submitted by Mary Boehm 

The Sanctuary Task Force 
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W.E.L.C.A. MISSIONS 

NORTHERN  

ILLINOIS 

SYNOD 

Lutheran World Relief has reported a desperate 

need for health kits because of the devastation in 

Haiti.  The Mission Team at St. James will be 

compiling health kits and would like your help in 

donating items for the kits.  
 

Items for one Health Kit: 

1 - hand towel  

1-  toothbrush  

1 - wash cloth  

1 - bath size soap       

1 - wide-toothed comb 

6 - 3/4” band aides       

1 - metal nail file or metal clippers with  

     file attached. 

 
Thank you for your response.   

If you have any questions please contact Peggy 

Shovar at #798-5215 

The Congregational  

Resourcing Event will be 

March 20.  

This year's theme is  

Becoming a Missional 

Church with keynote 

speaker Dr. Craig Nessan.  

Registration deadline 

is March 1.  

You can register online at 

www.nisynod.org or pick up 

a copy of the registration 

form at the Information  

Table.  

Globe-Trotting Youth Bring Good 

News to India 
A team of youth from the Northern Illinois 

Synod will travel with other youth from Scandi-

navian countries, Sri Lanka, and Malaysia to 

celebrate the 30th anniversary of youth ministry 

in Arcot Lutheran Church, India. ALC is one of 

two Companion Synods of the Northern Illinois 

Synod, the other being Tanzania.  One thousand 

youth will gather in an outdoor camp setting 

from January 22-26.  The Northern Illinois team 

will leave for India on January 17 and return on 

January 30.   
 
Please pray for safety and good health for the 

team and that God will be lifted up and  

glorified in all their words and actions. 

Ben Leeney, Augustana 

Christopher Beaupre, 

Nese Msseemmaa, 

WELCA scholarship 

winner. 

Russ Senti, LOMC 

Esther Prabhakar 
 

Members of the team will be at St. James'  

Mission weekend in April! 
 
Submitted by Ruth Anne Hartman 

FAMILY  

MINISTRIES 

Health Kits Desperately Needed 

Church Women 

United Winter 

Forum - Feb. 5 

Broadway Presbyterian 

Church in Rock Island will 

host the Church Women 

United Winter Forum on 

Feb. 5 at 9:00 a.m. 

Northern Illinois 

Synod Women of 

the ELCA Retreats 

Information about this year’s 

Northern Illinois Synod Re-

treats is at the Information 

Center.  Note retreats are at 

new locations.  Call Cora 

Schafman at 786-4651 if you 

are planning to attend or 

need scholarship forms.   

February 15,  

(Presidents Day) 

10:00-3:00 

Skiing, tubing & lessons available.   

Sign up at the Information table or 

call Rhea Frank-Cottingham for   de-

tails (309) 794-1781 

St. James Ski Trip 

to Snowstar 

Hello to the great Congregation at 

St. James Lutheran Church.  I wanted 

to officially introduce myself to eve-

ryone involved with this wonderful 

faith community.   

My name is Sam La Mere and I am 

the new Director of Family Minis-

tries.  While I will mostly be working 

with the children I look forward to 

getting to know all of you.  If anyone 

ever needs to contact me outside of 

Sunday service I maintain office 

hours Thursdays afternoons and most 

Wednesdays afternoons.  You can 

also contact me through the church at 

309-786-0503 or at my e-mail address 

family@stjameslutheranri.org 
 
Never hesitate to get contact me for 

any reason.   

God Bless.  

We encourage all mem-

bers to read the Northern 

Illinois Synod newsletter 

online. You may sign up 

to receive this electronic 

newsletter at the N.I.S. 

website: 

www.nisynod.org/pubs/wt   

Lutheran Worship Service at 

Friendship Manor - Feb. 4 
Pastor Lepp will be presiding over 

worship on February 4th at 4:00 p.m. 

at Friendship Manor Chapel.   

Members of St. James are invited to 

worship with the residents of Friend-

ship Manor. 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102952429010&s=604&e=001hSgvxIdx0NAfozvzpID2GmTlj-sQxVXYoYxFK2972_OcLqd-Kxu1q9f_ePHNPtH5aySu9p0we6vqwjwwTNWXZLDc-NLJUId5NL6hZqSve0k=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102917476836&s=604&e=001CJ5p68JUQBKEeu6Y4SN1jCNbBuZ40c_sc8u4acE6AsHN_eZnZPAfIPDAQawo-dYa9bSJmcfQlHNfBsXqnlN9sLFBFEdmUliZycxQJkeXY-q04nUozX6TLwMhuS6Emgf5
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ST. JAMES SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 9:00 AM 

Worship, Holy Sacrament, Music, Children’s Message, Bible Studies, Fellowship. 

To grow in  relationships, invitation, and hospitality as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Midweek Worship  

Wednesdays at  

7:00 p.m. 

Marks of the Christian 

Through Scripture, preach-

ing, songs, and prayers we 

will be reflecting upon our 

daily lives as Christians. As 

our relationship with God 

grows, God works in us and 

fills us with the fullness of 

God’s love and grace. 

Feb. 24  

Dwelling in Christ’s Love 

March 3  

Living in the Present  

March 10  

Accepting Compassion 

March 17  

Serving in Gratitude 

March 24  

Trusting in God  

 

 

St. James Lutheran  

Ash  

Wednesday  

Worship Service  

February 17  

at 7:00 p.m.    

Waiting with Patience  
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