Come, Lord Jesus

The Season of Advent is a wonderful gift to us each
year. Itis during this season of preparation for
Christmas that we are given the gift of time to cele-
brate Christ’'s coming to us as Savior. As we antici-
pate the arrival of Jesus in our lives and look for-
ward to his coming, we find that Christ is re-
orienting our lives in a new direction.

Join us for worship each week when we will be
discovering together
A new direction:
From fear to hope d Advent 1 & Nov. 29
From sinfulness to joy & Advent 2 & Dec. 6
From judgment to love & Advent 3 6 Dec. 13
From upheaval to peace 8 Advent 4 d Dec. 20

In Christ,

Fite oot i

Sunday School
Christmas Program

Sunday December 20t at 4:00 p.m.
Come join the kids of St. James as they tell the

Christmas story in their own special way!

Annual Christmas
Dinner - Dec. 20

Following the Sunday School Christmas Program
families and friends are invited to gather in the
Fellowship Hall for the annual smorgasbord/potluck
dinner.

There will be a sign up sheet for food and volunteer
helpers on the table in the narthex on December 6
and December 13.

For more information contact Leslie Cox, 793-5195
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Guests during December

We at St. James are privileged to be hosting two guest families
during December.

Caswell Family Singers -
Dec. 6 at 10:15 a.m.

The Caswell Family Singers, Dan, Beth and their 8 children,
ages 8-22, share God'’s truth & Love through music spirituals,
fun songs, and sacred and classical vocal ensemble pieces.
Sung a capella or with piano, flute, and string accompaniment,
they inspire young and old to follow the Lord more closely!
Beth grew up as part of the St. James family, attending with
her family in the 60’s, 70’s and 80'’s.

Ranaivoson Family -
Dec. 20

Dr. Mamy Ranaivoson, his wife Noelisoa, and their five chil-
dren from Madagascar have been invited to St. James on Sun-
day morning, Dec. 20. Dr. Mamy will be preaching during wor-
ship and leading the Adult Education Hour sharing about his
work in Global Health Ministry.

Dr. Ranaivoson was a Medical Missionary to Papua New
Guinea before attending Wartburg Seminary from 1999 -
2001, at which time he earned a Master of Arts Degree in The-
ology, Development and Evangelism. Following his graduation
from Wartburg he went to John Hopkins School of Medicine
where he earned a further degree in Public Health Administra-
tion. Since that time he has served as the HIV-Aids Relief Re-
gional Coordinator for the entire continent of Africa through
Lutheran World Federation. Dr. Mamy is now back at Wart-
burg Seminary seeking ordained service in the Lutheran
Church. He and his family are delightful Christian witnesses
and we are privileged to have them coming to St. James.
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CONGREGATION NEWS

Council Highlights

Pastors Report:

The Personnel Committee is up and running. Pas-
tor asks for the congregation to support the Ecu-
menical Thanksgiving Service at Second Baptist
Church with your attendance.

Team Reports

Education - Kids are enjoying the activities
planned. We are beginning to practice for our
Christmas Program

Mission - Served 3 teams of workers for lunch at
the Thrivent Habitat House.

Resources - Property presented a “Church Use
Form” for review and would like feedback.
Finance - Are looking for someone to fill the chair-
person’s vacancy. The budget proposal was
brought to Council and opened it for discussion
and suggestion. They will bring the finalized
budget to the December Council meeting.

New Business

The Annual Meeting will be January 31. All Annual
reports are due to the office by December 31.

EDUCATION

Adult Forum Schedule - Sundays at 10:15

Nov. 29 The Gospel of Luke Bible Study

Dec. 6 Caswell Family Singers

Dec. 13 Bible Study: Luke 5-9:50 - Mary Laidig, discussion leader.
Dec. 20 Dr. Ranaivoson will present on Global Health Ministry
Dec. 27 Christmas Break

Come, Lord Jesus

Past or 6 sWefhksdayg Evenings at 7:00 p.m.
Who is Jesus for us? - Dec. 2

Where can Jesus be found? - Dec. 9
How can | know Jesus? - Dec. 16

All are welcome! Please invite your friends.

Treasurer Report

At the end of October, with two months remaining in
our fiscal year, we are up to date paying all of our
bills, including budgeted mission payments to the
Northern lllinois Synod and the ELCA, payments on
our mortgage loan, and all local mission contributions.
Income for the year so far has been remarkably even
over the first ten months, which the treasurer and the
checking account appreciate. Contributions through
pledges to our mortgage payments (CIMP) have been
helped significantly by special support from the St.
James Endowment, from WELCA, and a special mem-
ber gift, so we are not expecting a shortfall in CIMP.

Operating Fund income, mostly from Sunday offer-
ings, is behind budget by about 5%, but expenses
have been held to 2% under budget, so at the end of
October we are 3%, or about $7,600, behind. This is
not a large amount when divided over two months,
but it does deserve attention. THANKSGIVING and
CHRISTMAS, during which we are reminded to reflect
on all of God’s blessings, can also remind us to con-
tinue the needed support of our church and its mis-
sion through the regular budget. Consider, as you are
able, special offerings recognizing personal and family
celebrations, memories and honors.

St. James is a very generous congregation. This year
we have received and forwarded many dollars to oth-
ers in need, dollars outside of our budget. An extra
$9,600 has been sent to projects including Local
Hunger, World Hunger, the Landry family in Biloxi,
Campus Ministry at NIU, Habitat for Humanity, Mis-
sionary Support in Tanzania, and more. We are might-
ily blessed, and share our blessings freely! Thanks be
to God!

Doug Nelson, Treasurer

COME TOL.LE.E.!

L.- Love (Learn. Laugh!)
L.-_Inform (Inspire. Ideas!)

F.- Food (Fitness. Fun!)

E.- Energy! (Everyone! Enjoy!)
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When: Each Wednesday 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Where: St. James Fellowship Hall
Led by: Scott and Lisa Nelson

(Devotions. Discussion on nutrition. Taste and learn to prepare great nutritious
food in the kitchen. Participate i

HEALTH & WELL BEING

Gifts of Life

Long ago and far way there lived a beautiful young woman who was engaged to a
very nice young man. Suddenly, she found herself in a most inconvenient situa-
tion. She had received the news that she was going to have a baby. Instead of
focusing on all the personal embarrassment, difficulties and changed plans asso-
ciated with this unplanned child, she chose to focus on the gift of life. She ac-
cepted this child with a faithful heart, even though she didn’t understand how
things would work out. Her response to this child was reflected in these words, “I
am the Lord’s servant....May it be unto me as you have said.”

Not so long ago, and not so very far away, people continued to find themselves in
inconvenient situations. People began taking exception to rather than accepting
the gift of life. These modern women share another difficulty with the woman for
long ago: They also may not find a place of comfort. Often, they can’t find sup-
port during their pregnancy, they may give birth alone, and if they place their child
up for adoption - few homes are found for children with special needs.

As we reflect on the humble setting of Christ’s birth, may we recommit our hearts
to those who make decisions for life. May God grant us the courage to live out

these words,..."...I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now
choose life, so that you and your children may live and that you may love the Lord

your God.” Deut. 30
Submitted by Liz Johnson, Parish Nurse
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MISSION - ACCOMPLISHED

A home for the Landry Family this Christmas

Oh what a journey it has been for Keith, Josette,
Nathanael, Cody & Michael Landry in Bay St. Louis,
MS. After having their lives nearly destroyed by
hurricane Katrina in 2005, the loving kindness of
many is radiating through a brand new home for
this family. St. James member Tom Fox, a.k.a.
Uncle Tom to the Landrys’, has been spearheading
the rebuilding of this home. St. James has been
instrumental in providing support for rebuilding the
lives of this cherished family. In March of this year
members from St. James journeyed to Biloxi to work
on the construction of the house. By Christmas
time with the Lord’s help the Landry Family will
celebrate a joyous day in their new home. Thank
you to all who have provided, physical, financial,
spiritual and moral support for this mission project.
The love of Jesus Christ is attributed to the beauti-
ful home built by faithful volunteers.

Uncle Tom & Josette Landry

Josette said oUncle Tom
woul d have such a beauti

Martin Luther King Christmas Party

St. James confirmation students and their families are volunteering to once again assist with the Martin
Luther King Annual Rock Island Community Christmas party. Children and their parents come together to
enjoy the spirit of the holidays with treats and presents donated by fraternal groups, individuals and area
businesses. Thrivent Financial for Lutherans has donated $1,000 towards the purchase of books to be
given to the party attendees. Also with the donations from area organization and private donors, a com-
bined total of around $4,000 will be spent on Christmas gifts for the children that are invited to the party.
The party will include snacks and a surprise visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus and Ronald McDonald.

St. James Volunteers should arrive around 4:30 p.m. to the Martin Luther King Center located at 630
Martin Luther King Drive in Rock Island.

The volunteers will gather at Godfather’s pizza, 2704 18th Avenue in Rock Island after the Christmas
Party for dinner and to celebrate the holidays with your St. James Family.

APPRECIATIONS

LOMC wins $20 K > Habitat

Thanks to the votes from all of our supporters for Humamty
LOMC has won a $20,000 office makeover in ‘ 2 d

the RK Dixon Make My NeRrofit Run Bet- Thank you to St. James members and friend - Elly
ter grant competition. To see press releases an@ook, Judy Fox, Rhoda and Bob Frank, Ruth Anne
video concerning the competition, \iit Hartman, Virginia Johnson, Bill & Jo Kempf, Elaine
Dixon's web site Lestor, April Peterson, and Peggy Shovar — who con-
tributed to the lunch and served, with another group,
three Habitat house crews on Sat., Nov. 20t Dave
Renneke also worked at one of the four Habitat
houses being built in the area.

Submitted by

Ruth Anne Hartman

’ Thrivent Financial for Lutherans-
Let’s thrive.

COMMUNITY

EVENTS

ELCA “We Believe”

St. James Lutheran has joined
with 11 other ELCA congrega-
tions in an effort to run a
series of “We Believe” ads in
the religious page of the
Dispatch/Argus. Be watching
for them each Saturday begin-
ning Nov. 21 and running for
seven consecutive weeks.

Salvation Bell
Ringers Needed t n

ful home. 6

St. James has once again
responded to the call from the
Salvation Army to provide bell
ringers for the 2009 Christmas
season. If you are interested
in signing up for an hour of
service, please contact the
church office at 786-0503.
We are scheduled to ring bells
on Saturday, December 12.
The location has yet to be
determined.

Joy of Christmas

Concert

Wednesday, Dec. 9 at
7:00 p.m.

Jenny Lind Chapel - Andover
The Ascension Singers,
under the direction of Larry
Peterson, from Augustana
College will be singing.

Joe Scheck, who frequently
plays trombone at St. James
will be participating.

Cookies and hot chocolate
follow in Fellowship Hall of
Augustana Lutheran Church

neyv et


http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102837045841&s=1780&e=001baXLcTnSwMkostQ2RACKrpYzcYsB6ExiliL0i1mQwGUPtWFAbnzX_BMS8kyi6LtagazsMypBMco9QzsqagZN3n8oTN766oOF40wBzFrsSCfLITptI1SuIZ7XWjZiNY952G6whyVVw6SgAbXC2rJo7Q==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102837045841&s=1780&e=001baXLcTnSwMkostQ2RACKrpYzcYsB6ExiliL0i1mQwGUPtWFAbnzX_BMS8kyi6LtagazsMypBMco9QzsqagZN3n8oTN766oOF40wBzFrsSCfLITptI1SuIZ7XWjZiNY952G6whyVVw6SgAbXC2rJo7Q==

St. James

Lutheran Church NON-PROFIT ORG.
3145 31st Avenue U. S. POSTAGE
Rock Island, IL 61201 PAID
= Phone: 309860503 ROCK ISLAND,
Fax: 30986-0535 ILLINOIS
' e-mail:
[ PERMIT NO. 56
ADDRESS CORRECTION
REQUESTED

Saved by fa

serving withj

«Title» «First Name» «Last Name»
«Street Address 1»

«Street Address 2»

«City», «State» «Zip»-«2 Zip»

ST. JAMES SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 9:00 AM

Wor shi p, Holy Sacrament, Musi c, Chil dr er

You and your family are invited to

LOOKING AHEAD _. join us t_o celebrate Chrlstmas
December 20 1 4:00 p.m. Christmas Program and Dinner

January 3 - 9:00 a.m.
“Evermore and Evermore” - December 24 i Christmas Eve Candle Light Worship with Holy Communion

a Worship Celebration of the 4:00 p.m & 9:00 p.m
New Year ' T ) o

January 6 - 6:00 p.m.
Epiphany Worship and
Fellowship

This will be a traditional - yet
uniquely new - celebration of
Epiphany.

To grow in relationships, invitation, and hospitality as disciples of Jesus Christ.



