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August 2008 

ST. JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH 
SAVED BY FAITH ~ SERVING WITH LOVE 

Ministry WITH Children  
 

Children inspire me.  Through the years I have discovered that when I 

listen to them carefully, they are able to communicate profound in-

sights about the nature of God and about Godôs kingdom.  Babies 

model for me what it means to trust in God.  Young children allow me 

to cut through all the complexities of life and focus on what is really 

important.  Older children help me to remain open to new ideas and to 

continually rethink what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ in this 

new day. 

Several years ago I served as the director of a childrenôs Choir School, 

a ministry with children using worship leadership and music as tools 

for ministry.  As I ministered to them, I discovered that they were also 

ministering to me.  I remember trying to teach them to pray, yet there 

were several children in the group who prayed eloquently and modeled 

for all of us how to be open and honest before God. I remember trying 

to instill in them words of scripture through music so they would carry 

those words with them in their hearts and minds as they grew older, 

and now I am finding that the words they sang to the congregation con-

tinue to be a presence in my life, too. 

Often in congregations we talk about ministry FOR children, but from 

experience I know that our ministry is actually WITH children.  Minis-

try WITH children means that both children and adults are participants 

and receivers of the work of the ministry of Jesus. 

As I write this article, preparations are being made for new ministries 

for children to begin this fall at St. James ï new Childrenôs Ministry, a 

new Confirmation Class, a new ministry for our Infants and Pre-

schoolers, and preliminary plans for our High School Youth. 

      

           Continue on next page 
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Your prayers are needed: 

Pray for our ministry WITH children. 

Pray that God will raise up for us leaders and mentors for the 

   ministries being planned. 

Pray that each one of us will be willing to be witnesses of Godôs  

love to the children through our words and deeds. 

Pray that we remain open to where God may be leading as we 

reach out to children in our community. 

And especially, let us pray that we may not miss the messages that 

God may be speaking to us through the lips of children. 
 

In Christôs love, 

 

 

Pastor Janet Lepp 

Pack 250 Invites St. James Members to  Rally Night  

Summer is in full swing  and cub scout pack-250 is in full sum-
mer activity mode!  Our pack will kick-off our new scouting year 
by holding our rally night on August 7

th
 from 6:00pm to 

8:00pm.   We will be serving hot dogs and pot luck and will have 
lots of fun activities for the scouts.  We are inviting all members 
of St. James to join us this night to get to know the 
scouts/parents of Pack 250 and have some fun with us!   

In closing, we appreciate the continued support and guidance of 
St. James Church for giving our scouts a safe and friendly place 
to meet.  We are looking forward to the coming scouting year 
and all that it brings.  We have some great plans in place for the 
coming year and we hope to continue building our relationship 
with St. James by working on several service/outreach pro-
jects.  On behalf of Pack-250 have a safe summer! 

Charles Dix, Cub Master 
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     TEAMS!!!       TEAMS!!!         TEAMS!! __     

Worship, Music & Fine Arts Team -  The Worship, Music and Fine 

Arts Team will  meet next on August 26 at 7:00 p.m. in the Library.   

Weôre planning an event filled season of music and art programs, 

please come join us.   

Cam Palicki, Team Coordinator 

Property Team - The next time you are at St. James, take a look 

around!  You will notice that many improvements have been taking 

place to the building and to the grounds. 

The garden in the back courtyard is growing and blooming. 

The rotting wood has been replaced in several windows, doors, 

and the east walk-way. 

Wood trim on the outside of the building and the wooden fence 

have been painted. 

The Fellowship Hall has a fresh coat of paint. 

The weeds throughout the yard are being tackled. 

New exit signs have been installed. 

The sidewalk in front has been repaired. 

éand the work continues with 

Storage units being sorted 

Sunday school rooms being prepared for fall 

Removal of the tree out front that fell during the storm 

Updating of staff office areas 

 and the list goes on. 

Thanks to everyone who has pitched in and helped with all the im-

provements that have been done around St. James.  Your efforts are 

certainly noticed and appreciated.  

If anyone is interested is helping with painting or weeding projects, 

stump removal, or small repair items please contact the Property 

Team or call the church office at 786-0503. 

Choir Practice Begins - If you are interested in joining the Choir, 

practice begins on August 28th at 7:00 p.m. We encourage you to 

come and be a part of the Choir.    
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Day Time Bible Study will meet the third Thursday  

of the month, August 21st at 10:00 a.m.   

We will begin a study of Luke. 

For more information contact Elly Cook at #786-0545 

We are looking forward to new faces as we start this New Testament 

book, bring a friend and letôs learn together.  

Vespers at Jenny Lind Chapel in Andover   

Sunday Evenings through August 31st.  Vespers begin at 7:00 p.m. 

Special Worship Leaders include:  

 August 3rd - Pr. Gregory Mayer 

 August 10th - Pr. Nancy Jaster      

 August 17th - Pr. Mike Clark (Assistant to the Bishop) 

 August 24th - Pr. John Leaf 

 August 31st - Pr. Randy Willers 

The Illowa Lutheran Coalition is excited about the prospect of part-

nering for the build of an eighth home in September of 2008. The 

ñLutherans Building for Hopeò program is the theme for this build 

and the emphasis for receiving gifts from the 35 congregations of the 

Coalition to enable this build.  The Coalition will partner with Habitat, 

the Augustana Student Chapter of Habitat, and other partners to make 

this build a reality.  On September 14th, congregations of the Illowa Lu-

theran Coalition will join in a Miracle Sunday to receive gifts toward 

the $35,000 goal of ñLutherans Building for Hopeò.  How wonderful 

it will be to bring a dream to reality for one of our neighbors in the 

QCA.  

August 25 at 12:30 p.m.  WELCA Board Meeting in the Library 
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Come Celebrate With Us  

August 17th  

Following Worship in Fellowship Hall 

We Will Recognize and Thank 

Joanne Petrilli  

for Her Contributions to the  

Sunday School Ministry 

Confirmation Ministry  

Confirmation Students and Parents Gathering 

For students entering the 6th and 7th grades 

August 11, 2008    7:00 ï 8:00 p.m.  

Fellowship Hall at St. James 

You are invited to attend an important introductory gathering for the new 

Confirmation Class.  Those students who are entering the 6th and 7th 

grades will be included in this class.  For two years we will intentionally 

spend time with each other in order to work on growing in discipleship.  

This special gathering will allow us time to talk about our hopes for these 

two years and to make a commitment for our times together.     Please 

bring your calendars.  At the gathering we will discuss 

What we will be learning from the Bible and Small Catechism. 

How we will be participating in various aspects of worship, including 

leadership in music. 

When we will be gathering for all our events, including retreats and 

camping times. 

Who we will be serving in the congregation and community. 
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St. Pius Food Pantry -  Each of us is encouraged to make it a weekly 

habit to pick up a few extra items while at the grocery store and to 

place them in the shopping cart at St. James when we come to wor-

ship.  Food contributions are needed throughout the Quad Cities due to 

the loss of electricity and refrigeration following the storm on July 21 

and because of the rising food costs.  Each week donations placed in 

the shopping cart at St. James are delivered to the St. Pius Food Pan-

try.  Together we can make a difference in the lives of area families 

who are hungry.     

Highlights at St. Jamesé 

Sanctuary Sound System - Installation of the sound equipment has 

been completed.  We are loud and clear and the gospel is being heard.  

Our thanks to Top-Notch Productions for their installation services 

and to all those who contributed to this worthwhile cause. 
 
Sound Board Operators are needed for training.  Top-Notch Produc-

tions will be conducting training sessions for members of St. James to 

give instruction on the new equipment.  Dates for training have been 

set for August 11th at 2:30 p.m. & August 24 at 10:15 a.m. following 

worship services.  Those interested in being included in the instruction 

session should call the church office at 786-0503. 

ñAsk, Thank, Tellò- Join us on Aug. 3 & 10 from 10:15 ï 11:00  
 

ñAsk, Thank, Tellò by Charles R. Lane takes a thought-provoking 

and inspirational look at congregational stewardship.  Lane gives bib-

lically grounded practical advice on money that is based primarily 

upon a foundational relationship with Jesus Christ.  Everyone is in-

vited to join the discussion.    

Ryan Lepp is back from Iraq.  He arrived in the United States the first 

week in June and will be continuing his studies at Iowa State Univer-

sity this fall.  Thank you to all who prayed for his safety while he was 

serving in harmôs way.   

The Lutheran Magazine - The August edition has arrived and is 

available at the Information Center.  
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Letôs get ñAll Aboard to the Futureò with the Rock Island  

Labor Day Parade Monday, September 1, 2008.   

Any ideas pertaining to ñtrainsò will be in keeping with this 

yearôs parade theme i.e., locomotive trains, brides wearing 

wedding dresses with long trains!!  Let us know your sugges-

tions.  We march west along 18th Ave. beginning at 33rd St. to 

17th St.  (new this year) to 25th Ave. and disbanding into the 

Rock Island High School grounds.  Parade Begins at 9:30 a.m.  

Start training for an entry win this year! 

 

Fellowship Committee: Dorothy Hedberg, Jim & Leslie Cox, 

Rick & Laura Mannon, Tom & Carolyn Ohlsen 




